NOTES FROM THE PASTOR
KEITH INMAN

FBC Family,
These have been interesting days in the life of our church. Obviously, I will soon be passing the torch
as your pastor to someone the Lord will send our way to lead us as a church. Significant decisions will
be made and your prayers are so important. We all need to commit to praying for our Pastor Search
Committee.
This is a most important time in the history of FBC. COVID has presented us with a new dynamic
regarding onsite or online attendance. We have had right at 50 of our precious members leave this earth
since the beginning of this pandemic. Sunday morning Bible Study is low in attendance, as well as our
worship gatherings. This is a national occurrence in the life of the vast majority of churches.
I am grateful for a staff that lives and serves together in harmony. The challenge of making decisions each
week has brought us together for encouragement and prayer. It can be discouraging at times.
As you would expect with First Baptist, there are things to be celebrated. Our Men’s Ministry and our
Women’s Ministry are nurturing an environment of discipleship and fellowship, encouraging one another
to grow in the grace of God. Small groups and large groups are meeting on Wednesday nights and
throughout the week. We are seeing our children respond to the Gospel and declare salvation through
baptism. And faithful servants continue to minister to our international students.
As I would expect, the tornado tragedy brought out the best of FBC. Close to $100,000 has been given
to our tornado mission relief fund. About a third of this amount came from our members; a third from
outside donors; and a third from a church who observed our efforts with the disaster relief and wanted to
commend and support our efforts. We are working with strategic partners to meet the continuous needs of
those affected by this tragedy.
Our Family Life Center was turned into a strategic headquarters for our Kentucky Baptist Disaster Relief
Teams and other disaster relief entities utilized our church facilities. It is estimated that over 200 folks used
our church as a home base for ministry during the month of December. In addition to these 200, many
FBC members made trips to Mayfield and other areas to help. First Baptist was asked by the management
of Kenlake State Park to take the leadership role in helping displaced families and individuals housed
there at our state park. The response was incredible! Meals were provided and other needs met. I am so
grateful we were able to utilize the FLC in this effort and further grateful that the debt on our building will
be completely paid off when we have $87,000 more in giving.
Our World Mission Offering goal was exceeded with over $177,000 given for missions: just amazing! In
addition, over $20,000 from our Benevolent Fund has been given to meet practical needs of families in
the area, from rent and utility payments to food and clothing; the funds were distributed through the local
school systems.
I am further pleased to share that while we were at $32,000 in the red budget-wise, we finished
$59,123.82 in the black with giving versus actual expenditures!
We have some challenges and opportunities. We continue to seek wisdom. May grace, peace, and love

NOTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE/DISCIPLESHIP PASTOR
JASON ELLERBROOK
Church Family,
I encourage you to find a Sunday School class to plug into. Our church has several different Sunday
School classes to choose from and this is where you are most likely to build your strongest relationships
at church. If you need help finding one and plugging in, please let me know. Jonathan Clark is serving
as our Discipleship Director, which includes Sunday School, and we are excited to see how God will grow
our classes and groups in the days ahead.
It is exciting to welcome university students back for the spring semester! Dr. David Eaton is leading
FBC College in Bible Study on Sunday nights at 7:00 pm. Following 45-50 minutes of a “deep dive” with
Dr. Dave, attendees can expect small group discussion, open gym, games, occasional theme nights,
tournaments, and of course a surprise snack each week. You don’t have to be a university student to
join us on Sunday nights. Hey, I just like hanging out with college students, attending Dave Eaton Bible
studies, and eating snacks. If that’s you…come join us!
I also want to encourage you to get involved in MidWeek programming at FBC. Fellowship Supper begins
at 5:00 pm and our Men’s Ministry, Women’s Bible Studies, and COED prayer group begin at 6:00 pm.
Getting involved in MidWeek is a great way to connect and grow with the body of Christ.
It has been so awesome to see how God has used you, FBC Murray, to step up and serve over the past
couple of months. So many individuals and families have been looking for hope. In addition to giving
upwards of $100,000 for the Disaster Relief Fund, we have seen the bride of Christ exceed the World
Mission Offering goal by several thousand dollars. Even more, there were a countless number of church
members who served in Mayfield, Marshall County, KenLake, and right here…as we lodged upwards
of 200 different people over a three-week period in our Family Life Center. Because of so many who
faithfully pledged and gave, the Family Life Center is very close to being completely paid off. Thank God
for His provision and faithfulness!
As we thank God for what He has done...we must also trust God for what He will do!
Church leaders and staff at FBC Murray are praying and thinking about what needs to be done to upgrade
the first and second floor of Kid’s First and the children’s playground area to provide an incredible
environment where kids will come to know and follow the Lord. God has graciously and generously
given us the resources we need to invest in the future of FBC Murray. We can only hope the future of our
church shines even brighter than the past. Please be in prayer as we continue to move forward for His
glory! More to come…
In Christ Alone,
Jason

NOTES FROM MATURE ADULTS GROWING IN
CHRIST (SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY)
BOYD SMITH
M.A.G.I.C. Friends,
By the time you read this we will have already had our first M.A.G.I.C. luncheon of 2022. Our next one is
scheduled for February 28 at 12:00 pm in the FLC and the meal will be catered. I haven’t decided where
it will be catered from yet, but who can argue with a free meal? I’ve got exciting news for you. First
Baptist Church will be hosting the 2022 Seniors Celebration! It will be held on April 22 and at this time,
we don’t have all the details yet. We will discuss whether to change previous plans within the next month.
We were scheduled to have an out of town trip to Discovery Park and that may be too close to the 2022
Seniors Celebration. I’ll keep you updated on that as well. Stay warm and safe! Love you all.
Boyd

NOTES FROM MUSIC MINISTRY
MIKE ROSE

Hello Friends!
Now that we are back to having two services on Sunday mornings, it’s time for us to begin adding
members for our 8:30 am worship choir. We will be beginning very shortly to add members for this
group…after this strain of COVID dies down a bit. I am looking forward to what will be happening soon
at FBC! We rehearse on Sundays at 4:30 pm in the choir loft, and will resume soon as we wait for this
season of illness to pass.
Easter is just around the corner, and we have purchased some very special music for Easter this year.
We will begin working on this music shortly, and will need to have a loft full to be able to do this music well.
I am excited about working with Jon Kyle and the Praise Band on music for this wonderful day in the life of
our church. It will be a great day! Come and join us as we work together to help others worship.
We also have procured a set of timpani which will be used on occasion in our 8:30 service to enhance
the worship experience. We will begin using these in a few weeks, and will begin slowly integrating this
into our 8:30 services. I am excited about the possibilities of using these instruments during worship. My
hope is that we can add other instruments as we worship together!
Again, it is such a pleasure to work alongside you as we do the task to which God has called us! Come
and join us!
Blessings,
Mike

NOTES FROM STUDENT MINISTRY
JON KYLE ALLRED

If you have any questions about any of the events below, please email Jon Kyle at jallred@fbcmurray.org!

NOTES FROM KIDS1ST MINISTRY
RACHEL RIQUELME

This month in Sunday School and Kids1st Worship, we are learning:
• The People Didn’t Go Into The Land (Numbers 13-14)
• Moses Disobeyed God (Numbers 20)
• God Healed the People (Numbers 21)
In MidWeek, our kids are learning about compassion! Preschool and MDO children will be learning that
Jesus loves everyone!
We need volunteers in our Kids1st ministry! There is a need for volunteers in the preschool area one time
a month. If you are interested in volunteering, please see Rachel!

NOTES FROM THE LIBRARIAN
TINA MYERS
Stop by the library to see the display of books that have been influential to Pastor Keith on his spiritual
journey. These books are located right inside the door on the rolling display case.
A reminder that we have added non-fiction books to our online e-book and audio book collection. All you
need is an electronic device and your library card number to use this system. Come by or call the library
(270-753-1282) for assistance or to get a library card.
Parents, please bring your child to the library on Sunday, February 13th for a special Valentine’s treat!
The author of the month for February is Francine Rivers. She is a New York Times bestselling author and
after becoming a Christian, she wrote Redeeming Love as her statement of faith. A retelling of the biblical
story of Gomer and Hosea, this book is now considered by many to be a classic work of Christian fiction
and it continues to be one of the industry’s top selling titles year after year. Francine has published numerous novels with Christian themes, and her books have been translated into over 30 languages. Her books
will be on display until February 28.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW MEMBERS
James Ellerbrook joined by Profession of Faith/Baptism on Sunday, January 23.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
Members and friends of First Baptist Church have established scholarships to help
students further their education. Scholarship applications for Fall 2022/Spring 2023 are
available in the church office and on the church website, fbcmurray.org, under the
“Contact” tab. Limited scholarship funds are available and are awarded each year to
students with FBC affiliation, in particular with emphases on Christian and Music Ministry.
If you have any questions or need further information, you may contact Lori Morgan at the
church office: 270-753-1854 or by email: lmorgan@fbcmurray.org. The deadline for
applications is Wednesday, April 13, 2022.

FELLOWSHIP SUPPER
Fellowship Suppers are Wednesday evenings at 5:00 pm in the Family Life Center! Adult
meals are $5, children ages 3-12 are $3, college students are $1, and children 2 and
under are free. Each week will include the following: vegetable side item, salad, bread,
desserts, and drinks.
• February 2: Poppyseed chicken
• February 9: Meatloaf
• February 16: Potato Soup
• February 23: Chicken Pot Pie

RADIO/TV
Our 8:30 am worship service is aired at 11:00 am on WAAJ-FM 89.7. Our services are
also broadcast on Thursday at 8:00 pm on Murray Electric System’s channel 15.

CHURCH INFORMATION
FINANCES

(AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2021)

$1,391,044.00 Budgeted as of 12/31/2021
$1,358,785.64 Budget Receipts as of 12/31/2021
$1,299,661.82 Budget Expenditures as of 12/31/2021
$ 154,000.00 WMO 2021 Goal
$ 177,275.20 WMO Receipts as of 12/31/2021
$3,696,913.10 Family Life Center Receipts as of 12/31/2021
$ 97,682.21 Family Life Center Borrowed as of 12/31/2021

MEMORIALS
Financial
Contributions to the 2021 World Mission Offering have been received in honor of David
Parker, and Randy & Rebecca Cunningham.
Contributions to the Family Life Center Building Fund have been received in memory of
Edna McKinney, Janice Howe, and Cindy Ragsdale and in honor of Randy & Rebecca
Cunningham.
A contribution to the Disaster Relief Fund has been received in honor of Ken & Shirley
Winters, Lisa Ray, and Debbie Settle.

VAN DRIVER
The van driver for the month of February is Ken Ashlock. If you would like a ride to the traditional worship service (8:30 am), Sunday School (9:45 am) or the contemporary worship
service (11:00 am), contact Ken at 270-227-1835.

ATTENDANCE
8:30 am Service

11:00 am Service

December 26

NA

234

January 2

NA

240

January 9

NA

240

January 16

NA

257

January 23

102

210
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